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Introduction:
Empathy is a vital component in effective compassionate interactions between health professionals and patients and is specific concept acknowledged in nursing curriculum in the UK and many other countries. A number of training programmes are available to enhance emapthy of nurses and nursing students; however, evidence for their effects is equivocal due to limitations of the content of training and the research designed to evaluate the effects.
Aim:
To develop and evalute the effects of a novel, immersive digital story intervention on empathy in nursing students.

Methodology:
An immersive digital story intervention was developed using stories from a patient with bowel cancer. The patient encountered her journey and experiences of being in hospital for cancer treatments, her feelings about the hospital surroundings, and her interactions with health professionals. The intervention was presented as a physical 'Story Walk' in clinical simulation using Quick Response (QR) codes. A cluster randomised trial with three phases was conducted. 238 2nd year nursing students were recruited. Emapthy was measured using the Jefferson Scale of Emapthy.   

Results:
At baseline, no significant differences in empathy were found between the intervention group and the control group. However, at post-test, empathy was signifacntly higher in the intervention group than it was in the control group. At follow-up, there were no significant differences in empathy beween the groups.

Conclusion:
The intervention resulted in an immediate increas in empathy in nursing students. Furher research is needed to explore how this improvement can be sustained over the long term.
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